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ces, the large increase of population, and the
good season which ie now setting in, and 1
fecl nssured that we may look forward to still
greater prosperity during the next year than
we have experienced in the past. 1 beg to
second the adoption of this Address-in-Reply.

Tre How J. &. FOULKES: I move thead-
journment of the debate.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon . H.
Wittenoem): Idesiwre Lo consult hon. membaers
a8 to the sitting of the House. I propose that
we sha 1 adjourn until 3 o’clock to-morrow, so
that we may finish this debate, and after that
I shall suggest that we adjourn for a fortnight.
In the meantime I eball put what Bills I can
on the Table, and thus afford hon. members an
opportunity of considering them. It is of mo
use my asking hon. memhera to come here
without a fair amount of work for them to do,
and thus cause them to waste time which af thia
season of the year is especinlly valuabla to
many of them. I wigsh to study the conven-
ience of hon. membera to the fullest extent,
ond therefore I make this suggestion. I now
move that the House adjourn until 3 ¢’clock
to-morrow,

Tae HoN, D. K. CONGDON: I.would just
like to point out that to-morrow is rather an
off day, and I would suggest that it might be
desirable to fix Thursiny instenad of to-morrow,

Question put and passed.

The House, at 412 o’clock p.m., adjonrned
until Wednesday, 26th June, 1895, at 3 o’clock
p.m,
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Fegislatibe QAssembln,

Tuesday, 25th June, 1895.

Communication from HMis Ercellency the Adminis-
tiator— Represenintion of the De Grey Elector-
ate—Aninal Report of the Auditor-General—
Standard Time Bill ; first reading—Civil Ser-
vice Conmrission ; Cost of, ete.—GQuestion ruled
ont of order—ARepealing the Stock Taxr—His
Excellency the Admnistrator's Speech— Addvess-
in-Reply—Adjonrament.

Tre SPEAKER took the chair at 3 p.m.

MESSAGE FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR.

Shortly after 3 o’clock a Message was con-
veyed by the Usher of the Black Rod that His
Excellency the Administrator requested the
attendance of the Spenker and hon, members
of the Assembly in the Chamber of the Legis-
lative Council. Accordingly Mr. Speuker with
members of the House went to attend His
Excellency, who delivered his Opening Speech.

REPRESENTATION OF THE DEGREY
ELECTORATE.

On the resumption of the sitting,

Tue SPEAKER announced that since the
last meeting of the House he had issued a writ
for the election of a member to serve for the
electornl district of the Do Grey, rendered
vacant by reason of Mr. A. R. Richardson hav-
ing accepted an office of profit under the Crown,
and that by the return Lo the writ it appeared
that Mr. Richardson had lieen re-elected. |

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE AUDITOR-
GENERAL.

Tue SPEAKER laid upon the table of the
House the Annual Report of the Auditor-Gen-
ernl upon the public accounts of the colony
for the financial yenr ended 30th June, 1894,
us required by the Audit Aet,

STANDARD TIME BILL,

Introduced by Sir Jony ForresT, and read
a first time.

COST, ETC., OF THE CIVIL SERVICE
COMMISSION.

Me. R. ¥. SHOLL, in accordance with mo-
tice, asked the Premier,—
(z.) The cost to the country of the Civil
Service Commission to date.
(b.) The pumber of times during the recess
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the Comnmission met for the trunsaction
of business.

(¢.} The number of hours each sitting had
occupied.

(d.) The names of the gentlemen forming
the Commiission, and the date of each
appointment.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J§. Forrest) re-

plied as follows :

(), (b), and (¢): The Chairman of the Com-
mission promises to supply these in
the following lelter :—

Civil Serviee Commission of Western Australia,

Pertk, 22nd June, 1895.

Sir,~—] have the honour to acknowledge receipt
of your letter of the 14th insb., No. ¥. 1527 95,
asking for certain informatien required to enable
you to answer in the Legislative Assembly the
guestions relating to the Civil Service Commission,
of which notice has been given by Mr. R. F. 8holl,
member for the Gascoyne. In  reply, 1}
regret to have to state that owing to the
continued illness of the Secretary of the
Commission I have been unnble to have the
desired information compiled, bubt should the
Secretary be unable to resume his dubies on
Monday next, 1 will obtain temporary clercial as-
sistauce elsewhere, in order that it may be pre-
pared and sent into you in the course of next week,
With regard to the question marked * A” in your
letter, I may add that so far as my recollection
serves me, the expenses of the Commission, since
its Progress Report was brought up in October last,
have been confined to the Secretary’s ealary, the
remuneration to the shorthand writer, office renf,
and some minor charges for removing furnicure from
one to another of the different offices occupied by
the Commission.

I may mention that it is laid down in ** Black-
more’s Practice of the House of Assembly of South
Australia,” page 87, ag fullows :—

“ It ts eostomary to lay the reports of Royal

* Commissions on the table immedintely after
*they have been received by the Clovernor.
* Prior tothis itis contrary to usage to ask ques-
"*tions or communicate informatios touching
* them, but no objection is offered to questions
“ as to the probable date when the report will
* be furnished.” Neverthelets, as the questions
of the member for the Gascoyne do not appear
to be of a charncter to prejudice the attain-
ment of the object had in view in appointing
the Commiseion, there is no desire on its jart
to witbhold the information asked for.
1 have the konour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
M. F. ALFRED CANNING,
Chairman.

{d.) M. P. A, Canning, D. K. Congdon, W.
Traylen, G. T Simpson, E. Soloman,
D. Symon, W. J. George.

Me, B, F. SsoLn: You have not answered
my firat three questions, nor the latter part of
the fourth.

Tas PREMIER : The Chairman of the Com-
mieasion promiser to eapply the information.

Mu, R. F. SHoLL : ‘They have had nearly a
month to supply it.
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Tre PREMIKR: I understand their Secre-
tary has been ill.

Mr. R. I, SiocL: It is a pity he was not ill
during the recess.

QUESTION RULED OUT OF ORDER.

I'ne SPEAKER intimated that the nest
question on the notice paper, standing ia the
naine of Mr. R. F. Sholl (who proposed to ask
the Dirvector of Public Works “ if he was of
opinion that some practical advantage to the
country would result, er wag likely to resuit,
by the Civil Service Commission continuning
its lubours for u further period") was out of
order, ag it involved argument.

REPEALING THE STOCK TAX.

Mg, SOLOMON, in accordance with notice,
asked the Premier if it was the intention of
the Government, during the current session,
tointroduce a Pill repealing the Stock Tux.,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the Government did not intend submnitt-
ing any proposal to the House in the direction
of making any alteration in regurd to the
existing law.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE ADMINISTRATOR'S
SPEECH.

Tue SPE2 KER reported that he had, with
members of the House, attended His Excel.
lency the Administrator in the Legislative
Council Chamber, when His Excellency was
pleased to make a Speech to both Houses of
Parliawment, of which Speech (Mr. Speaker
said) he had, for greater accuracy, obtained a
copy, which he then read to the House (Fida
7. 12 ante.)

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY TQ THE
ADMINISTRATOR'S SPEECH,

Me. THROSSELL : Mr. Speaker,—8ir, it is
with pleasure that I rise te wove an Address-
in-Reply to the Speech of His Excellency the
Administrator, which is possibly the longest
Speech ever diseussed in this Chamber, and
therefore I do not propose at this stage to do
more than cursorily glance at some of its lend-
ing points. But, notwithstanding its length,
I maintain it is a Speech that has been listened
to with great intereat by every member of this
House, and will be read with great interest by
every thoughiful persom throughout the
it ie a Speech, also, which T venture
to say will afford sutisfaction and geatification
to British investors, whose money we are ex-.
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pending in 80 wany reproductive public works.
It is & Speech that tells its own unvarnished
tale. Tt telle us in plain language of the pub-
lic works policy successfully curried out by
the present Government, as authorised by this
Assembly. In that respect it euunciates no
new policy. It is simply a eontinuation of the
same old policy entered upon by the Forrest
Government,—a policy of public works having
for their object the development of the public
estate. ) here can be no guestion, I maintain,
that thia is the policy which of all others at
the present time is the one best calealated to
advance the interests of this growing colony.
The Speech tells us of important public works
that have been cnrried out during the yenr, as
annctioned by Parliament; it tells us also of
other works in progress, and of others that are
in contemplution. It aiso tells us of the almost
houndless prosperity of our goldfields, and of
the prospects of the development of valuable
coalfields. 1t tells us of an ever increasing
population, and of an overflowing T'veasury ;
and, Jast but not least, it tells us of the pro-
spect of reduced taxation. Surely this is a
good tale for any Ministry to have to tell, and
it is a cheering tale. It isall the more grati-
fying when we consider the bad season which
our agriculturists and our pastoralists have
just gone through, and when we consider the
low pricea ruling for our staple products, wool,
sundalwood, and whent. ‘I'he tale told us in
His Excellency’s Speech iz one, as I have
alrcady said, that must be gratifying and re-as-
suring to British eapitalists who have trusted
us with their money, and who have a right to
ask, “ How are these people in Western Aus-
tralia spending our money?”* The anawer $o
that question furnished by this Speech can-
not fail to give the greatest posaible satisface
tion to British and other foreign investors,
whose eyes are now turned towards thiscolory.
It must inspire them with a feeling of grati-
fiention with thepolicy that has brought about
these satisfactory results, and at the
game time inspire them with the greatest
confidence in the future of the colony. Ide
not propos¢ to deal with all the paragraphs of
Hie Excellency’s Speech serialim; but, touch-
ing upon some of the more salient points of the
Speech, I first come to the announcement—and
a satigfactory announcement it is—that the
first portion of our new Loan has heen so sue-
cessfully floated upon the British market.
All must feel gratified at the fact that, for the
first Lime in the history of the colony, we have
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heen able to float a Loan at 34 per cent. and
that even, atthat rate, the handsome premium
of £3 per cent. ¥aa realised. Surely that is a
good tale to have to tell us. It is the most
pleasing proof we could have of the high
estimation in which the colony is now held in
the eyes of the British investor, My only re-
gret is, seeing the favorable conditiona of the
money market and the high character which
our securities have obtained,—my only regret
is that our Government did not see their way
clear to float the whole of our Loan. The
reply Linay possibly receive ia that the Govern-
ment, if they had possessed themselves of all
this money, at ons time could not have made
use of it, or conld not have profitably invested
it, or that possibly the Banks would nothave
offered them mny profitable interest upon it.
Of course, if the Government tell us thut, we
must accept it as a reasonable excuse. But
there is no gainsaying the fact thot the con-
ditions of the money market are very en-
couraging. As showing the improved tone of
the English market, not only as regards
our own sbtogk, but Australian securikiea
generally, 1 need only refer to the fact
that ¥ew Zenland succeeded in loating its last
lvan at 3 per cent., and it occurred Lo me that
it would be a lirilliant stroke of finance if onr
Government were to take advantege of the
present chenpness of woney, and endeavour to
float the remainder of our own loan at the
swwe rate. It will also further illustrate the
altered tone of the wmoney market when I
wention that in Jaunary, 1894, only eightern
months ago, the South Australian 34 per cent.
loan only brought £90 158, whereas in May
thig year omr own 3% per cent. loan realmsed
£102. ‘This, to my wind, gives roomw for the
beartiest congratulations, and must be a source
of gratification, not only %o every member of
this House, but to every man in the colony. Com-
ing to another point in His Excellency’s
Speech, I notice with pleasure that, after due
consideration, the Goveroment are able to
come before Parliament with the anncunce
ment that we possess not only rich goldfields
—possibly the richest goldfields the world bas
ever seen—but that we also possess whut is of
equal importance and of equal value to the
colony, a rich coalfield Some of us had
ocular demonstration, & short time ago, of this
fact, when we had an opportunity of visiting
this coalfield; and no doubt some of ns came
away wiser men after that visit of inspection,
and with greater faith in the ear
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boniferous resources of the country. Theonly
point to my mind that remains to be set-
tled is this: at whut cost can this coal he
placed on our market ? At what price per ton
cah it bedelivered ? If it can be demonstrated
that we noé only possess coul in boundless
quantity, but also of snitabie quality, and that
it can he placed on the market at a price that
will enable it %o compete with the imported
article,—if these focts are made patent to us,
both as regurds the quantity and the quality,
and also the cost of production and the cost of
placing our coal in the market, then Isay the
benefits of this discovery cannot be over-
eatimated, and we shouwld be unworthy of such
o heritage if we hesitated in connecting this
ooalficld with our railway system, and in doing
ull in our power {0 develop what shounld prove
oune of our most valuuble resources. I only
hope the Government will be able to show ns
that we would be quite justified in nndertaking
a railway to this cealfield. Harking back for n
mowent fo onr go'dfields, some of us may not
think that these wre of sufficient importance
to justify nll the expense we have been pub
to in connection with them ; but T think that
when we come to look atthe beneficial results to
the country—results ulready achieved and the
future results in slore—we muet congratulate
ourselves upon tho discovery of these great fac-
tors inthe progress and prosperity of the colony.
There is no gainssying the fact that it is to
these goldfields nlone we owe our present en-
viable positivn ; and there can he no doubt,
notwithstanding all the rich inds of the past
year and the number of claims worked, that
the goldfields of the colony can only be re-
garded as being yet in their in ancy. With
the extension of the railway to Coolgardie and
to Cue nn immense impetus will be given to
the fields. While on this poinv T should like
to say that the colony isto be congrutulated
upon the low price at which the Coolgurdie
line has been tuken, leaving a large sum nnder
the estimated cost available for further ex-
tensions, When we remember that only eight
short years ago the Southern Cross geldfields
were an unknown name, when we bear in
wind that it is only cight years ago since tle
first prospecting party left Northam, my own
township, to search for gold in that direction,
and that the only evidence of the existence of
gold discovered at that time was in such
minute partictes that o puff of wind would blow
thew away ; and when we consider thatit i
only three short years ago since Bayley's first
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find was made at Coolgardie, and we also bear
in mind the development that has since taken
place, and that Southern Crnss and Coolgardie
are pow known all over the world as posses-
ging phenowenally rich goldfields—when we
bear these facts in mind, we way forin some
opinion as to the wonderfu! results that have
been nitained in se short a time in the face
of tremendous difficulties, and we may
form some idea ne to the still greater results
we mivy Jook forward to in the future, especially
now that the rainfall seems to have extended
in that direction. When we take all these
facts into coneidaration, surely we have reason
to go forward with Loldness and confidence
in the future of thesegoldfields. The develop-
ments have simply been wonderful, [ think1
am right in stating that land in the main
street of Coolgurdie, which o few years siuce
was a harren wilderness, was sold a few weeks
ago at the rate of £30 & [oot, und that there
are men ut present walking about who only
invested £20 in Coolgardie toewn lots, a few
years ago, but 'vho now derive an independent
income from these solitary blocks of land., 1f
there are any faint-hearted ones in this As-
seinbly—and [ am sorry to say thatin Western
Austrolin we have some faint-hearted ones,
who do not yet heliove in the colony’s good
forlune, and in the bright future that lies
hefore it ; if thers nre any such in this
Assembly, I ask them to take heart from these
facts und from the brilliant prospects which
this once despised Cinderella is now face to
face with. Let them take heart notonly irom
the development of the country’s auriferous
resources, but from the other indications of
progress and prosperity which we see around
us, and which are indicated in His Exocel-
lency’s Speech. While on the subject of our
goldfields, [ should like to remark that the de-
velopment of the Dundas goldfield points to the
early growing importance of the southern port
of Esperance Bay, and I think it way be re-
gurded as fortunate for this part of the colony
that the Southern Cross and Coolgardie rail-
ways were decided on go early, as therecan be
no doubt that without such established means
of rapid commnunication, Esperance Bay would
have commanded the buik of the Coolgardie
trade. Coming to another part of His Excel-
lency’s Speech, 1 think the eolony is to be con-
gratulated npon the grand work that is going
on at Fremantle in connection with the new
hirbor worka. ‘The colony has reason to be
proud of the rapid progress made with these
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important works, and the whole scheme reflecis
the highest credit upom its designer, the
Enginger-in-Chief.  Speaking of harbors, it
appears to me that with the development of
our goldiiclds, atiracting ships nnd steamers
of ull nations to our shores, bringing a lurge
inflox of population,—it appears to me n
matter almost of indifferemce whether the
Government carry out their declared policy
of muking Fremantle the port of call for the
moil stenmers, instead of Aibany. [ think
that with all the good things this colony hus
before it the Government can afford to be
generous in this mutter, and take n broad
view of the maiter, and recognise thut Albany
is au integral part of the colony, and let her
keep her steamers if she likes. With the
pepulation now fowing into the colony,
attracted by the development of our goldfields,
and with the promise of & continued influx to
our ghores from all purts of the world, aliord-
ing plenty of scope for the development of
trade and shipping in all our harbors, und
particularly at the port of Fremantle, with
the splendid work now going on there, I think
the Government can well afford to do some-
thing for Albany. I think that the claims of
Albany, with its magmificent harbor, should
not be forgotten, and I would urge upon the
Government thet it is their duty to take a
broad view of this question, nnd not seck to
do everything for Perth or everything for
Frewantle, but also bear in mind that Albany
also forms a part of this great colony. Sir,
I notice amongst the other good things pro-
mised in His Excellency’s Speech, that
the Government are pgoing to esfablish
n  branch of the Royal Mint in this
colony. With regard to this movement, while
I admire ths holdness of the Government and
their reandiness to grasp at every possible
means $0 clovate the colopy in fhe estimation
of the outside world, I think they should act
cantiously in this matior, and that it is pos-
sible for us to go too far in this direction. I
think we should hasten slowly in this respect.
It is at Lthe time we are most proaperous that
we ought to be most cauticus; and ! ask the
Government to be sure, that in establishing o
branch of the Royal Mint in this colony, they
are not establishing what may turn out to be
an expensive toy. Posaibly it may be justified
as a reproductive undertaking, but, as sensible
business men, we require that fact fo be
clearly demenstrated to us. If the Govern-
went can show ns that snch an establishment
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will not only add prestige to the reputation
of the colony, but also pay ita way,—which
no doubt they will be able to do—then I dare
say we may Le induced to favourably consider
the advisability of takiog this step. Possibly,
vne of the most gratifying features in His
Excellency's Speech is that in connection with
the progress of our railways, We are t0ld in
one paragiaph that not only are they proving
of the grestest importance to the country, but
that the revenue from them is not only ex-
ceeding the working expenses, hut also payisg
the interest and sinking fund on the capital
expended in their construclion. I think the
success of owr ruilways is among the most
satisfuctory features of the Speech we hnve
just lisiened to, indicating as it does the wis-
dom of the policy of giving the country
fucilities of transit for the development of ite
regources. I will touch next upon a subject
referred to in the House last seseion ; I refer
to the discontinuance of the Ecclesiastical
Grant. I am sare members will rejoice to see
that the Governm:nt are about to face this
guestion, and have intimated their intention
of introducing » weasure that will wipe out
tbis grant. At the same time I am bound to
say, judging fromn the inkling we have had of
the manner in which they propose to deal with
the question, that they seem inclined to
behave ruther niggardly towards our Churches,
I believe the hon. member who first intro-
duced fhe question of the discontinuance
of this grant, the hon. member for Gerald-
ton, when he comes to spenk on the subject,
will show us that he would Le inclined to deal
more liberolly with the Chuvches thun the
Government appear to be. I think we cun
affiord to be Jiberal and just in dealing with
this grant, and, when the proper times comes,
I hope that members will be inclined tc take
thnt view of it. Instead of dealing with it in a
niggardly spirit, by providing for the terwina-
tion of the grant in two instalments, as we are
told the Government intend doing, I trust
they may he induced to deal with it in one in-
stalment, and upon liberal terms,—say ten
yeuars' purchase, and so0 wipe it out, and be
done with it for ever. Another gratifying an.
vouncemient made in the Governor's Speech.is
that relating to the proposed reduction of
duties upon the necessaries of life. I trust
that this reduction of taxation will be in the
direction of a free DLreakfast table. This an-
nouncement of the intention of the Govern-
wment to lighten the burden of taxation, cannot
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fail to strengthen their hold upon the esteem
of the colonists throughout the length and
breadth of the country. It will do away with
much of that feeling of dissutisfaction which
would have existed if they had not taken this
step, in view of the Hourishing condition
of ou: finunces. Another important and
gratifying featare in the policy of the Govern-
ment as indicated in this Speech, is the pro-
mise given toreduce the transit rates on our
railways for agricultars] and pastoral produce,
to the lowest possible paying point. This ia
undoubtedly a step in the right dircction.
Simple though the proposal may appear to be,
it oceurs to me that while it professes to treat
the producer liberally, it is not so simple as it
looks. Though I am open to convietion on
the point, it seems to me that the step propos-
ed to be taken will result in the benefit of the
consumer quite as wach, if not more so, than
the benefit of the producer. Nevertheless, I
regard it, aa I have said, as & step in the right
direction, and it will have my heartiest sup-
port. Coming to ancther important point,
members will observe that it is the intention
of the Government to wove in the matter of
improving the water supply and sanitary
sreangaments of some of our larger towns. T
hoj e, bir,—and I speak with sowe authority
om the subject, and after due consideration—
T hope, Sir, that when such a scheme is subnit-
ted for our approval, it will be fonnd thatit is a
acheme of o comprehensive nature, and that it
will nov be confined to the city and the port,
but that other towns besides Perth and Fre-
mantle will he allowed to participate in its ad-
vantages. I conceive it to be of paramount
importance that our country townships, aae
wellas our principal citieg, should be made
sftractive to mew arrivals ; and there
can he no doubt that one of the greai-
est attractions in this respect will be improved
sanitation and an improved water supply.
‘We all know that the curse of the other colon-
ies has heen the steps taken to attract people
to the town and cities, and so depleting the
country districts of their guota of population.
We know that the result of this policy has
proved disastrous to the other colonies, in
times of depression ; and our own Govern-
ment bave o grand opportunity of profiting in
this respect by the experience of our neigh-
bours. If weare nnxious to wake this colony
attractive not only for people to come to, but
also to remain in, wa must take steps to
make our country townships, as well as our

[ASSEMBLY.]

Address-in-Reply.

larger towns, attractive ; and for this reason I
hope that the scheme of water supply and
sanifation which the Government have in
view will not be confined to Perth and Fre-
mantle, but that it wiil embrace such towna as
Albany, Geraldton, and all the towns of the
Avon Vulley. No scheme that falls short of
meeting the requirements of these country
towns will bo acceptable to the community at
Jurge, 1 spenk, as I have said, with some
suthority on this subject. 1 think the scheme
which we are told is to be submitted to the
House will provide for this, and that all muni-
cipalities which are prepared to tax them-
selves for the payment of the interest on the
money expended in such works, will be in-
cluded in the scheme. 1In no part of the col-
ony will auch improvements be of more value,
[ maietain, that in the pravincial tuwna of
the settled districts of the Avon Valley. L hope,
when the schenie is laid before us, the Govern-
ment will be able to give a good account of
themselves on this point, which [ regard as a
most important one, and one requiring their
urgent attention, I irust that wcinbers re-
presenting country districts will not fail to
muake their voices henrd in this importunt
matter. So far, Sir, I have dealt with all that
18 brightest in His Bxcellency’s Speech. But
I have nut lost sight of the fact that notwith-
standing the brightness of the outleck 1t can-
not be denied that there are dark spots even
upon our faiv horizon. Prosperous though
our carcer has been, and Lrilliant though our
prospects are, still there are clouds that tend
to dim the horizon. We have passed through
one of the worst agricultural seasons the colony
hus ever seen, and our farmers have had to
contend with very low prices for our staple pro-
ducts. Wo have had to contend with, if not
the lowest prices, certainly the lowest yield;
und we have successfully passed through the
hardest times which our hard-worked farmers
have ever known. The low prices prevailing

. far the preducts of thesoil, ae His Excellency

says, give cause for serious comsideration and

. onxiety ; and 1 should like to urge on this

special occasion that it is the boundon duty
of the Government to do all they can to meet
these adverse circumstances, and to lighten
the weight upon our hard-worked farmers.
I regret to say they have not been doing
50 in that liberal spirit which the Hourishing
condition of our finances and the professed
interest the present Government take in the

_ well-doing of the settlers entitled us Lo expect.
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For the first time in the history of the colony
the farmers of the Eastern Districts have had
to appeal to the Government for help, Yhat
did our farmersask from them? Not a remis-
sion of their rents ; the poor farmers, notwith-
standing their adverses, did not ask for that,
but simply for an extension of time for the
payment of their rents. How bhas their request
been met? It has been wet in this spirit,
that notice has Leen sent to them that if they
do not pay their arcears of rent by the 30th of
this month they must take the consequences.
Such treatwent, in the face of such circum-
stances, is, [ venture to say, unworthy of
a Government led by the great man
whoin we all respect, Sir John Forrest,
who is ever foremost in his expressions of
gympathy and interest in the well-doing of
our settlers, and I hope that ut the proper
time, steps will be taken to redeem the Govern-
ment from a charge of want of consideration
for our hard pushed farmers in the hour of
their adversity. ‘They du not ask for charity.
Charivy they do not want. Al they usk for is
fair and copsiderste treatwent, und just eon-
sideration. 'I'he simple remedy asked for in
their present circumstances is not a gift in the
light of charity, but simply thas the time for
the payment of their arresrs of rent be ex-
tended for at any rate ono ycar. I hope that
in urging this upon the Government I shall
have the support of the mewmbers of this
House, und certainly of all our conntry mem-
bers. Pleased as [ am to observe ull the good
things which the Govermnent have heen able
to place before us in this Speech, [ am not one
of those who cannot look at both sides of the
question; and I cannot help referring to this
fact, that one of the few regrettable features
in the affairs of the colony ia the vast quantity
of what should be the products of our own
seil we are still importing into the colony.
Gurand as is the position of tho colony with its
great and boundless goldfields—and no one
will deny that were it not for ite goldficlds
Western Australia would not be in the grand
position it is in to-dny ; butl, gratifying as its
prospects are in this respect, with pupulation
flowing to our shores, the fact remains that
we are largely dependent upon oulside sources
to supply the wants of this population.
Everyone is alive to the necessity and
importance of increasing our population.
This is emphasised by the fact that, according
to the Year Book, each unit of the population
of the colony, according to the latest return,
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was contributing £4 13s. 10d. to the revenue
of the colony. I hat being so, I think we can
eusily recognise what a valuable addition to
the wealth of the colony an increase of 10,000
or 20,000 people to our population means to
the Government. In dealing with this point,
I think it must be a source of surprise, while
at the snme time it must be a source of grati-
fication, to our old settlers who looked upon
the advent of Responsible Government with
suspicion, end who looked upon the colomy
borrowing large sums of money with still
greater suspicion,—I eay it must be a source
of great surprise and of great gratification
to them to realise that we are able to embark
upon all the great public works and the great
national enterprises we have embarked upon
without increasing our taxation, but that on
the contrary, we are now faco to face with the
prospect of reduced taxation. If any fact
were wanted to emphasise the wisdem of the
bold policy of public works entered upon by
the present Government, we have it here,
In the Speech before us reference is also made
to the Agricultural Land Bank. T am one of
those who entertain great hopes of this insti-
tution, I am obe who always pinned
my faith in this Land Bank, and T am
plezsed to learn that the Government
ure fully satisfied of the uscfulness of the
institution, in assisting persons with small
mewns to setfle npon and improve their lands,
While saying that, [ venture to say too that
this Bank is not doing what we expected of it,
nor is it doing all that it is capable of. The
fanlt lies not with the Bank, or with the prin-
ciple upon which it is worked. But there is
too wuch red tape about it. Tf a little of
that red tape business were done away with,
and the institution worked on practical lines,
there would be no fear that, with God’s bleas-
ing in giving us a good season, by this time
next year the Government would be able to
give n pood account of this Agricultural
Bunk. Thatsomething should be done to en-
cournge wod to enable our people te bring
more land under cultivation and supply the
wants of the colony, is acknowledged on all
hands. When it is borne in wind that after
sixty-three years of settlement, and after all
that has heen done in the way of providing
milways throughout the country, this great
colony can only Loast of about 178,000 acres of
land under cultivation, and that only about
half of that is under crop— about 80,000 acres
under erop thronghout the whole of this vast
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territory, after sixty-three years of settlement,
—when all this is borne in mind, what wonder
is there that our Government hus derived a
most important part of their revenue from
daties upop products imported into the colony
which ought to be the products of our own soil.
I think ull will agree with me that it is the duty
of the Government and of the Legislature to
adopt snch steps us way he deemed necessary to
endenvour to remedy this state of things. We
boaat, and rightly boast, of our prosperity as a
colony, but thers is nu guinsaying the fact
that when it comes to the question of the well-
doing and prosperity of private individuals,
there is not that amount of prosperity we
should like to seo and have a right to expect.
To my nind the secret of this lies in tbe fact
that we ure living, so te speak, upon our capi-
tul, vather than upon the matural resources of
the country. DBoth the pastoral and the agri-
cultural industries are pussing through a
period of great depression, owing to adverse
circutnstances and low prices. Wool, I sup-
pose, wasneverso low inpricein thehistory of the
world ,and, with the prices ruling for cereals, it
isno wonclar that thosewho are engagedin these
important industries nee very far from being
in n prosperous position, notwithatanding the
undoubted prosperity of the colony, 2s & cclony.
It is o duty of a wise and just Legislature to
adopt every measure posgible to relieve those
who are enguged in these staple industries of
the country, not by imposing additional bur-
dens and additional rents, but Ly rveducing
their rents and assisting them in every legiti-
mate way. [ will not trespass upon the time of
the Mouse by referring at any further length
to tho vavious matters referred to in His Ex-
cellency’s Speech ; other opportunities will be
efforded us for dealing with all these subjects as
they come up for our consideration. In conc'u-
aion I heartily congratulate the Governmentand
every member of this House upon the success
of their policy ; and if it be as Carlyle tells us,
a proof of greatness to mnke some werk of
God’s vreation more fitting for the abode of
man, then it will be admitted that our present
Ministry have achieved that enviable position.
When we find lurge public works carried on all
over the colony, railways and telegraph lines
extended in all directions, harbor improve-
ments and postal improvements going on
when we find hospitals and other public build-
ings undertalken in all parts of the colony, and
when we look at the other works whick are in
contemplation. T think we have a rigkl,
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however we may diffier from the Government
upon svme questions of policy, and whatever,
may Le our views as regurds scrue of their
actions,—1 thibk we have a right to express
owr honest appreciation of their efforts t . pro-
mote the welfare of the colony. Sir, I have
now done. It only remains for me once more
to congratulate the colony upon its position
aud its prospects, and to congratulate the
Ministiy upen the suceess of their policy and
upon the progrunme which they have placed
before us in the Speech we have jnat listened
to, and which on the whole is perhaps the
mosat encouraging Speech ever delivered with-
in the walls of this House. I now heg to
move that the following Address-in-Reply to
His Bxcellency’s Speech be adopted :—

Te His Ezeellency Sir Alezander Campbell
Ounslow, Knight, Adminisiralor of the
Gorernment of Western Australie, &c., &e.

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

We, the members of the Legislative Assem.
bly of Western Australia, in Parliament as-
sembled, beg to express our loyalty to our
Mzt Gracious Sovereign, and to thank Your
Excellency for the Speech wbich you have
been plensed to address to Parlinment.

Qur most careful consideration and attention
will be given to the important matters refer-
red to by Your Excellency, and all other
matters that may be brought before us; and
it shall be our carnest endeavour to so deal
with them that our labours may result in the
contipued prosperity of this portion of Her
Majesty’s dominions.

My, PIESSE : Mr. Speaker,—8ir, I also rise
with very great pleasure indeed, to second the
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
Reply to the Speech delivered to us by His
Excellency to-dny. 1 am sure itis a very
intereating Speech that he has presented to us,
and that it gives to us as colonists much
satiefaction to hear from him that everything
is waking such rapid progress, and that West-
ern Australia is {uking o foremost placo
amongst the Australinn colonies, I think the
many enconruging things that have been said
by His Kxeellency to-day augur well for the
future welfare of this colony, and all that is
needed now is energy and perseverance on the
part of the colonists themselves to develop
the wonderful resources of this vast colony. I
am sure that that development is in good
bands, We are all glad te hear that our
finances are in sueh a sound condition. To
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those of us who can recollect the raising of our
first loan of £35,000, in 1872, and the dificulty
we bad in connecticn with it, the great success
of the first moiety of onr last Jloan floated on
the Lordon Market munst be very encournging.
Indeed we bhave remson to congratulate
oursclves on the continued credit of the
colony, and it rests with this Parlia-
ment and the country whether that
credit shall be continued. We have oflen
heard it suggested in this House that we
should nol go ahead too fast. There is no
doubt, a8 it has been s0 ably pointed ont, thut
in limes of prosperity weare inclined to he
very speculative—indeed, we are inclined to
over speculation, and it behoves us Lo weigh
well every consideration before goingabead so
fast. With regard to the federation of the
Australiny colonies, bhatis agreat question,and
vne that has becone very prominentin most of
the Australinn colonies of lute. The time haa
alwost arrived, when for the protection of com-
wercial interests, it will be found necessary to
wdopt such a bond of union, but I guite agree
with the Government that it is not necessary
for ua at the present time. Qur circumstances
do not warrant, or require federation, though
at the sano time I think the guestion is one
of great importance, and should not be indefi-
nitely shelved. When the time comes for its
consideration the Parlinment of thie colony
will give it. 1 doubt not, thut considerntion
which it demands. With regard to ruilways, 1
am Meased thut the lines to Mullewa and
Busgelton have been completed. The com.
pletion of the Mullewa Railway is a
mattor of great satisfaction, and an im-
portant addition to the railways of the
colony, and will no doubt add largely to the
development of the rich resonrces of the Mur-
chizson goldfields. The Ffurther extension
of the railway to Cue which is contem-
plated, and for which surveys are being made,
will also be a great fnctor in the develop-
ment of the rich resources of that district.
With regard to the completion of the Busselton
Railway, which hon. members have unduly
ridiculed from time to time, I um glad it has
been completed. [ have had the opportunity
of inapecting some of thu country which thig
line traverses, und there are large tracts of
fertile land that might be utilized for agricul-
tural purposes. One thing, however, [ should
like to say, and that is that | do not agree
with the payment of such large suwms of
money as have had to be paid to the owners of
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land through which this railway runs, I think
the amounts have been monstrous, and in
future it behoves the Parliament of this coun-
try to see thot no such sums of money be
again paid for such purposes as have been
paid in the past. When the lJine of
railway waa being constructed to Bus-
selton every one down there was de-
lighted to know they were to have a railway,
and they understood that the compensation to
land owners would be very swall indeed. We
understood the sume thing in conneclion with
the line from Northam to Southern Cross, hut
found that very large sums of money were
being paid by the Government. Tndeed it was
held out as nn inducement to vote for the
construction of the line thut an arrangement
hud been nrrived at, and fixed valnations had
been placed upon the lund, That arrange-
ment was never carried out, and now we find
the people at Busselton asking £120 an acre
for land not worth £10 an acre.

Mxr. Woop : Not worth 10s. an acre.

Me. PIESSE: There seems to be a fuult
somewhere in our railway construction, and
there should be an amendment of that part of
the Act denling with payments to owneuvs of
lund through which the railway pagses.
With regard to the Sonthern Cross and Cool-
gardie Railway [ think the Governwent are
to be congratulated upon the tender that has
been accepted. It is indeed ab a low rate and
shows conclusively what can be done when
competition ia brought to bear, to the very
great advantage of the country. [ am sure
the completion of this milway will
tend very largely to develop the Coolgardie
goldfields. I am pleused the contractors have
commenced the work, and it is to be hoped they
will proceed with it without delay. With
regard to the Bridgetown Rallway I am pleased
to hear they ave making such progress with it.
Perhaps some one will say that land is not
worth 10s. an nere there; but, no matter what
the present value of land is,tbe people of that
district deserve o railway as wcll us the people
in any other part of the colony. When the
railway is constructed to the Blackwood it
will be found to be one of the best agricut-
tural and horticultural distriets in the colony.
While latking of railways there are older
districts, too, that require railway commnnica-
tion, and I hope the Government will see to
when considering their Publie Works" policy.
I hope they will make provision for a railway
from Pinjarrah to the Williams, for I think
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that is a district which deserves a railway.
With regard to the Eastern Districts, the
egttlers were very disappoinbed in the mutter
of the starting point of the Yilgarn railway,
and now, in connection with this agitation for
& loop line, I think the starting point should
be Beverley. If the Government contem-
plate carrying out such a schems, I
venture to point out that at Beverley
they already - have very large refresh-
ment rooms, & junction with the Great
Southern Railway, and other advantages
to enable them to cheaply construct the
line. I sayifs loop line is to be carried out,
that loop line should go from Beverley and
not from York., With regard to the Collie
coalfield I wish to add my testimony to the
information hon. mewbers have already re-
ceived with regard to this wonderful coalfield.
As hon., membera know, a trip wasarranged
during the recess, and a nuwber of hon. meuwn-
bers visited the Collie coalfields and inspected
gome of the conl. From an outsider’s point of
view Lconsider we have a wonderful coalfield,
and no douit there are lurge conl measures and
a very lurge field. Ii the conl can be raised and
brought into market at as low a rate as will
warrant its use against the imported article,
then the country should build & railway.
There is another thing too that will warrant
the carrying out of this railway, namely the
vast timber resources of the district. The
report issued Ly the Conservator of Forests
points out that the timber of that district
ranks with the best o the colony., I am
pleased also to notice that the Dundas
goldfields, whicn have so long hung fire, are
making headway. I think the Government
have done wisely in subsidizing a steam
service to Esperance Bay. This is a step in
the right direction, and will help to advance
the whole ¢ the Dundas district. With re-
gard to the Ecclesiastical Grant,” T hope when
the Government introduce the Bill they will
deal liberally with the various Churches. We
all know that this aource of revenue has been
a very great help to them in their work, and
of very preat service especinlly in the country
listricta. With regard to the Agricultural
Bank, authoriced and established last session,
+ toink hon. members will remember I ad-
dressed the House upon this subject at that
time, and that I had my doubts about the
admioistration of the Bank, though I had
no doubt aboutits usefulness Since then,
however, my doubts have been removed
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by the appointment as manaper of the late
member  for the Murray, Mr. Paterson.
I thivk the mwunagement is perfectly safe in
his hands. I also wish to bear my testi-
mony to the fact that the operations of the
Bank have been appreciated in a large measure
up to the present time. The loans contem-
plated to be made to farmers will ba of very
great service in nssisting them to develop the
agricultural lands of the coleny. At thesame
time [ agree with the hon. member for Nor-
tham that the regulations need revision, and
that the feesshould be reduced. There should
he no fees for transfer, but when the decds
are deposited they should be registered
without delay. ANl this sort of work is
very tiresome to a farmer, and some-
times it means a delay of two or three
months before he gets sanction for the loan,
and coneequently he tires, and the reason for
tho loan passes. 1 hope the Government will
see their way clear to introduce a Bill this
Session to simplify the regulations, and also
intruduce a provisional schedule to include
orchards, fencing, gardens and vireyards as
part of the security upon which advances may
be made. 'I'he class of horrowers up to the
present—the men I know who have been
borrowers—ure men to whom I would not
hesitate o lend noney, and I think the Go-
vernment are quite snfe with the Agricultural
Bank, although I think they are acting in a
way that hampers the men whe would be
Lorrowera and who would nsc the money well.
I mn pleased to motice that dredging opera-
tions have been carried cn so auwccessfully in
connection with the Princess Royal Harbor
st Albany, whereby the P. & O. and Orient
lines of mwail steawners are enabled to come
right into the hnrbor, instead of having
to disembark their passengers into the
lannch in theopen rondstead as in the past,
with very great difficulty indeed, T am
also plessed to notice the Government intend
to extend the telegraph system from Cool-
gardie to Eucln. This is an extension that
will prove of immense advantage in develop-
ing the goldfields, and will nssist the colony
generally. 1t is now abouta quarterof a century
since the first telegroph line was erectedin this
colony. I remember it well; it was between
Perth and Fremantle. The line was erected by
o company, snd one of the contractors was Mr.
Edmund Stirting, who was one of the firss to
introduce this system into the colony. I had
the pleasure of speaking to this gentleman
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some time ago upon thie very subject. I notice
it is just 25 years this month since the firat
telegraph line was built between Perth and
Fremantle, a distance of 12 miles. There are
now 5,278 miles of wire with 79 stations, and in
the year 1894 there were 446,780 messages
sent, producing n revenue of £37,483. Thisisa
very great result, und I think the colony should
be congratulated upon its wonderful telegraph
system, extending as it does from Wyndham
to Eucla, between which places messages can
be sent for the sum of one shilling. I do
not intend to detain hon. members longer. I
have several notes here, butmy hon, friend on
my left has very ably brought them before the
House. Hia opinionz ave alinost the same as
my own, consequently I do not see the neces-
sity for dwelling upon the subject. [ would
however just make one remark: I think he is
wrong in contending for the remission of
rents to lease holders and conditional purchase
holders, He blames the Government for not
allowing them to defer paywent, bunt if he
turns to Clause 101 of the Regulations, he will
find the Government have no power to allow
deferred payments of rent. Fines are
imposed, and the Government have gone as
far ng they possibly could in remitting fines
that were imposed nnder that clause. It
is not for him, nor for me, norfor the Govern-
ment to deal with it, because it is in the hands
of Parlinment. 16 ie for the Parlinment of
this colony to deal with it in an umendment of
the Regulations, and if it be brought before
the House, it may be dealt with in a manner
satisfactory to the hon, member for Northam.
‘We all know there is difficulty in denling with
the question of deferred paywments of rent. It
ia a question that should be approached with
great caution, for if we aMow them to
put in the thin end of the wedge we know not
where they will end. My Ymowledge of farm-
ers lende me to say this ;: If you give them an
inch they will take an ell. If you allow them to
defer paymens you will doaway with the pay-
ment of rents altogether. T think the Govern-
ment have done their duty in remitting the
fines, and I submit we ought not to tamper
with the land regulations. I think, Sir, there
are only one or two obther points [ would like to
wmention. One is that whea the Government
bring in their Estimates I hope they will make
dua provision for water conservation in the
agricultural areas. T notice it is their inten-
tion to introduce new legislation dealing with
Parliamentary electoral laws, | think this is

(25 June, 1895.]

Address.in-Reply. 29

necessary, particularly on one point, and that
is with regard to the transfer of voters from
one district to another. A man leaving one
distriet asd going to sanother should be
allowed to transfer his vote {o that district.
‘We have found it work very hard in this re-
spect, and T think there should he some
provision made for it in tho Bill, I hope
to see the Fencing Bill introduced again.
I think it i8 neceasary something should
be done and I hope it wili f. re-introduced
this session, because it is a measure that must
become the law of the country sconer or later,
and I thiuk it behoves this House to have a
Bill of this nature brought before it for ita
consideration. We ought to know how the
country is being settled, and there is very
great dificulty with regard to this matter of
fencing, becanse the small farmer ia not able
to put up the fences demanded by the Act,
congequiently he should have some sort of pro-
tection, and a Fencing Bill is the only method
we have of affording protection. I think the
time has come, now the revenue is in such a
flourishing condition, for the introduction of
the penny postage system. It does seem ridi-
culous that we have to puy 2d. to send n letter
from place to place within the colony, and yet
we can send a letter all the way to England
for 2d.

Mr. RaNprLL:
Melbourne.

They pay 2d. in the City of

Mr. PIESSE: Weought to have it re-
duced ton penny at least, In conclusion, I
also join with the hon. member for Northam
in congratulating the country and the Govern-
ment upon the satisfactory condition of our
finances in general. I think the Speech is
an admirable one, and I am sure hon. membera
who found such fault with the Government
for not introducing the Speech at the opening
of Parliament, cannot find fanlt with the
length of tha Speech. Itislong enough, and
having had to wait a few weeks, they are now
recompensed. I have very much plessurs in
seconding the Address-in-Reply, and n Jloing
s0 I may fairly congratulate the Government
upon their successful administration, and I
hope they will long continue to have the con-
fidence of this House and of the country.

Me. RANDELL: It would be inconvenient
to go on with the consideration of the Address-
in-Reply this afternoon, and, baving consulted
with the leader of the Government, T move



3 Address-in-Reply.

that the debate be adjourned until Wednesday |
evening.
Motion put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) moved
that the House at its rising adjonrn nntil
7.30 p.m. on Wednesday, 26th Jone.

Motion put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly at 4.45

pm,

Fegislative Goungl, |

Wednesday, 26th June, 1895,

Death of Hon. E. G. Henty—Address-in-Reply—Ad-
Jourmment.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon Sir G. Shenton)
tock the chair at 3 o’elock p.m.

DEATN OF THE HON. E. G. HENTY,

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hou. E. H.
Wittenoom) : I deeply regret, Mr. President,
that the first address [ should have to make
would be one of & melancholy character. This
morning I received a telegram from the Post
Office, which reads as follows :—* I beg to re-
port that the Hon. Mr. Henty, M.L.C, died
here suddenly last night.” [f is signed by Mr. I
A. Thompeon, Postmaster, Coolgardie. The
late Mr. Henty, as hon. members are aware,
waa a colleague of mine. He was returned
for the Northern Province at the same election
that I was, so that, personally, I deeply
regret the unfortunate newa. It is always
sad to hear of the death evem of ac-
quaintances, but when we come to the deuth
of one who was intimately connected with ns,
ag Mr. Henty was, one who worked with us
last year, and took an interest in all the men-
gures that were passed and deliberated upon
for the good of the colony, one who showed
himself in all his bearings to be a thorough
gentlewman, and one about whom there was
nothing despicalle—I say, Sir, when we hear
of the death of a gentleman of that deserip-
tion, it is the very saddest news that can he
conveyed to us; and I feel sure all honorable
members of this House will join with me in
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tidings they beard this morning. Mr. Henty
has done good service to the colony through
his mercantile transactions. In these he has
endeavoured to develop the colony, snd in
earrying the trade into our interior parts, he
has done a8 much as a good many, and in con-
sequence our thanks are due to him. Not
only was Mr. Henty well known here, but
portions of hias family are well and respectably
known in the other colonies, and they have
been associnted with these colonies ahmost
from their inception. T do not know that I
nced take up much time in speaking on this
sad matter. T fecl sure, however, that honour.
able members would like to show some reapect
for their dead friend, and, under the circum-
stances, T shall now move that the President
do leave the chair until half-past ? o'clock this
evening.

Tue Hon, J, W, HACKETT : Mr. Prosi.
dent,—As a strong personal friend of the late
Mr. Henty, perbaps you will allow me to second
the motion which has just been proposed by
the hon. the Minister for Mines. I am sure I
speak for ull the members of this House when T
say we echo to the fallest, the language he has
uszed in regard to our departed friend, and the
terma of regret he hns spoken of as to the loss
to this House and to this coclony. Mr. Henty's
decease unfortunately makes the first gap by
death in the ranka of this Uouncil smince its
election, and it is the more to be grioved at,
because among all the members of this House
we might have selected Mr. Henty as the one
who promised to live longest, and to work hard-
est, for the good of Western Auertralia. He was
a man who has left no enemy behind, T think we
may challenge anyone to find a wrong deed, or
recollect nn  unfriendly mct or any hostile
feeling which ip within the memories of
this Legislative Council or elsewhere. Aud it
is with still preater vegret that I have to
mention that he leaves, ut a time of his life
when he was young, strong, promising and full
of hope—a wife and family who are I believe
in a peculiarly helpless condition. I begito
second, with deep regret, the motion of the
hon. the Minister for Mines,

Question put and passed.

Tur PRESIDENT then left the Chair till
7.30 o’clock p.n.

On resuming,

ADDRESE-IN-REPLY.

ADJOUENED DEBATE.
Tue How. I, C. G. FOULEKEES: T thiak any



